"A"                                                 INDIAN
Being of a naturally cynical and suspicious
disposition, I am afraid that I assumed from the
start that one or other or both of these young ladies
was for disposal in some way. I was taken very
much by surprise by the visit; and the visitors were
announced very unceremoniously by my second
clerk, and were then immediately thrust upon me
before I could refuse to see them.
I suppose that my clerk was heavily tipped.
Later on, however, when I had been told about
twenty times, and was finally deemed to have
understood that the girls and their father were
Christians, I was permitted to gather that the father
was trying to give the children a university educa-
tion at home, and had come to consult me about
their reading, and to ask me to set them a number of
books to prepare and, after an appropriate lapse of
time, an examination on what they had read.
I suggested a few books, and ventured, after a
great deal of encouragement ("Won't you, sair,
speak to the little girls themselves? They are so
sweetly gentle, sair. Speak to them, Mr. Principal,
they are but my children, sweet and shy. . . .
Make them your humble allowance, Mr. Principal,
and speak to them. They will answer you most
assuredly and humbly, Mr. Principal. Speak to
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